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SQUAW VALLEY MUTUAL WATER COMPANY NEWSLETTER 
 

 
July/August 2021       P.O. Box 2276, Olympic Valley, CA 96146-2276

      

How does the drought affect our water company? 

 
Drought is defined by its impact on water users.  It is different in different parts of the State.  

However, all water companies are regulated and State and Federal rules rationing water could apply 

to us later in the summer.  Our system is dependent on ground water.  We have three wells:  one by 

the golf course, one in the ski resort parking lot, and a lateral well above the level of customers 

properties.  We pump groundwater to our storage tanks above the highest level of our customers.  

Water is then fed through gravity to our distribution system. 

     Our lateral well has been a steady producer of water during the summer but it is not a high volume 

flow.  Our valley-based pumps are dependent on the level of the aquifer.  Our valley floor has about 

150 feet of sediment that can absorb water.  The aquifer fills up during the winter and then is slowly 

drawn down over the summer.  The water from early season rain and snow will fill the aquifer easily 

and excess runs off in Squaw Creek.  Our aquifer has a rock bottom, which limits the ground 

penetration that allows it to refill. 

In past droughts our system has always supplied enough water.  Nevertheless, water use restrictions 

could be put in place during the summer.  These might include irrigation only 3 times per week per 

property.  The State could request that we reduce our consumption by 25%. 

If these restrictions are put in place we will provide notification. 

 

 

Capital improvements and finances 

 
     The Board is responsible for the finances to run the company.  We have no full time employees.  

We contract with resources to supply accounting, office operations, and system inspection and 

maintenance (performed by our Olympic Valley Public Service District water specialists employees). 

     We maintain a capital reserve to preserve our system.  For example, due to the possible power 

shut-offs we now maintain a generator to operate our pumps.  We have been able to rehabilitate our 

horizontal well with those funds.  However, to overcome system obsolescence we have initiated a 

major infrastructure project.  This started about 10 years ago when we replaced about 60% of our 

aging pipe and installed a metering system.  We are now in a second phase to update more obsolete 

pipe, enlarge some of our water mains, refurbish our vertical wells, and update our pump house. 
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     These major infrastructure projects are funded through low interest rate loans through the US 

Department of Agriculture.  Although we bid these loans out to private banks and finance groups they 

either were unwilling to take the risk or their rates were higher than the USDA.  We use the loan 

money as needed and are not charged interest until we actually use the project money.  This summer 

we will be doing a new water main project on Sandy Way. 

 

 

Water System Upgrade/Replacement Summer Fall 

2021 
 

The Squaw Valley Mutual Water Company will be digging up and 

replacing about 3,000 feet of water mains on Sandy Way from August 1
st
 

to October 15
th

, 2021.  The existing pipeline is made up of (no longer 

used) Asbestos Cement (AC) pipe materials, is over 60 years old, and is 

deteriorating, based on what we have seen elsewhere.  As part of this 

replacement, we will be increasing the pipe size from 6” to 8”, which will 

upgrade the flow in this area.   

The construction zone will be from the intersection of Apache 

Court, down Sandy to approximately 1362 Sandy Way.  An additional 

section of the pipeline will be replaced from 1101 Sandy to the East end of 

Sandy and then interconnect with the East Lanny Ln. pipeline. 

The Mutual will also be upgrading the SCADA System (auto 

controls our water system) plus securing our Well 2 site with fencing.  

This phase of the project should not impact the flow of water to your 

residence or traffic around your home. 

By the year 2024 the entire system will have been upgraded.   

Please be patient with the Contractor on site and in the construction zones.  Your Capital Improvement Fund 

and a loan from the USDA fund this project. 

 

 

Wildfire threat 

 
Impacting us all is the threat of wildfire.  Several local groups worked together to establish 

Olympic Valley as a “Firewise Community”.  This 

is a State run program which uses the Firewise 

community status as one of the means in allocating 

resources to provide programs and grants to manage 

forests to lower the threat of wildfire.  Our Valley 

qualified by meeting a standard that showed the 

extent to which local homeowners mitigated the risk 

of fire by cleaning up the pine needles on their 

property, removing tree limbs overhanging roofs, 

and removing deadfall and other flammable sources 

on the property.  Each year our community must 

requalify by recording the number of hours and 

dollars spent in this local property clean up effort.  
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Each of us must go to our local Firewise website and continue to record our efforts. 

     The first step to qualifying for grants to mitigate the over dense forests around us and to 

rehabilitate them was to become a “Firewise Community”.  The next step is to obtain a grant to do a 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan.  A consortium of four groups put together the funds to hire a 

professional Forestry contractor to perform a Community Wildfire Protection Plan.  This plan is now 

being prepared and the task should be finished in April 2022.  The contributing groups that worked 

together were Friends of Squaw Valley, Alterra, The Resort at Squaw Creek and our Olympic Valley 

Public Service District. 

 

     The plan will identify areas of forest surrounding 

our Fire District that are at risk and what steps of 

reforestation will be required to return the forest to 

an ecologically sound condition.  The next step will 

be to apply for grants to obtain the funds to do the 

reforestation.  These efforts are observable as on 

going projects in areas of Mt. Watson (in the area of 

the Tahoe City Cross Country area), Alpine 

Meadows, West Shore, and west of Sierra Meadows 

in Truckee.  The City of Truckee is currently 

proposing a property tax to continue this work in 

their area. 

 

 

 

Backflow Prevention Devices 

 
     An important part of our drinking water quality program is preventing cross connections from other water 

uses such as fire sprinkler systems, irrigation of vegetation or heating and cooling systems.  Backflow is when 

water runs the opposite direction into the drinking water system.  Hydraulic conditions can occur in a 

homeowners system, which can reverse the 

usual flow of water.  This is known as 

“backflow” and could allow contaminated 

water into the drinking water system. A 

backflow device prevents this process from 

occurring. 

 

     The California Division of Drinking 

Water requires backflow devices to be tested 

annually.  Our Water Board is charged with 

enforcing this rule.  There are a list of testers 

who are available to test the device and then 

email our water office that compliance has been made.  Please see our website for further information. 
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Defensible space 

 
     Non-combustible space around your house is critical to preventing fires and preventing the spread of fires.  

Please clear pine needles from your entire property if possible but at least around the perimeter of your house.  

Any dead brush, limbs or trees should be removed.  Grasses should be 4” or less. 

 

SVMWC Board of Directors Election 

 
     The Mutual has annual elections.  Terms on the Board are two years.  Every year 2 or more positions are 

become available.  Often serving Board members will reapply but anyone interested is welcome to apply.  An 

applicant must be a property owner within the Water district. 

     The Board is an unpaid position requiring attendance at a minimum of 6 Board meetings per year.  The 

Board meets every 6 weeks or so.  Biographies and a request to be on the Board must be submitted by July 29, 

2021 to John Johnson, President of the Board at president@squawvalleymutualwater.com.  The election will 

take place on September 5, 2021. 

 

Please help us maintain our records 

 To enable the Mutual to reach members efficiently—particularly in the event of an emergency such as a 

water leak or outage—we need to have accurate email, address, and phone records. Please take the time today to 

confirm your information with us by emailing data in the following format to Daniel Collin 

(danielc@squawvalleymutualwater.com). In return, if you request it, Daniel can send you your “sequence 

number” which will allow you to look up your water usage on our website. Tracking your water usage is a good 

way to guide conservation and manage costs. 

 

From: [User email address for SVMWC contact] 

To: danielc@squawvalleymutualwater.com 

Subject: Contact information for [Account Name, service address, e.g., John Smith, 123 Lanny Lane, 

Olympic Valley] 

 

Contact person: 

Mailing address [for billing and USPS mailings]:  

Emergency contact telephone: 
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