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Squaw Valley Mutual Water Company Newsletter 
 

               
Summer 2008                 P.O. Box 2276, Olympic Valley, CA 96146-2276 
 

Auerbach Reports on 
Water Demand  

Auerbach Engineering presented their 
Background Review Memorandum to the 
Board of Directors at the July 19, 2008 
meeting. This memorandum provides a 
baseline for the computer model of the 
system. In the memorandum they outline 
how the system works and the average water 
use for each customer in the Mutual.  The 
values they find coincide with values of other 
local service providers. Using data from 1998 
to 2007, the actual average daily demand 
(ADD) is 431 gallons per connection per day. 
The average daily use of the maximum 
month (ADMM) is 984 gallons per connection 
per day and the estimated maximum day 
demand (MDD) is 1,230 gallons per 
connection per day. That results in an 
estimated peaking factor of 2.9 (computed as 
the ratio of the MDD to ADD). Compare this 
to Squaw Valley Public Service District that 
had an ADD of 498 gallons per connection 
per day (using data from 2000 to 2002), 
ADMM of 1,063, an estimated MDD of 1,329 
and an estimated peaking factor of 2.7. 
 
The Board asked a number of questions 
about the water demand numbers trying to 
understand how we compare to other 
recreational communities. We learned that 
Northstar uses 193 gallons per connection per 
day assuming a 46% occupancy. 
  
The next step in the study will be some ideas 
on how to manage the system, and especially 
the elevation difference between the water 
tanks and the lower homes which results in 
problems of water pressure. A draft report of 

recommendations will be presented at the 
Annual Meeting. 
 

Come to the Annual 
Meeting on Aug 30, 2008 

 
The Squaw Valley Mutual Water Company 
annual meeting of shareholders will take 
place at 10 am on Saturday, August 30, 2008 
in the Community Room of the Public 
Service District. Items before the 
shareholders are election of three members to 
the Board, the President’s report on the status 
of the company, and a draft report by 
Auerbach Engineering on recommendations 
with a priority order for needed 
improvements to the water system, including 
the future of the redwood tank.  
 
We will be honoring longtime Board 
Members, John Chisholm and Terry Deveau 
for their many many years of service to the 
Mutual. 
 
This is your company. Come and participate 
in its operation. 

 
Notes from Board 

Meetings of May 18 and 
July 19, 2008 

 
At the May 18th Board Meeting, after hearing 
from the shareholders, the Board adopted a 
20% rate increase in order to handle 
increased costs of servicing our customers. 
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We affirmed the contract with Giese 
Accounting & Tax for $25,000 as our office 
managers and bookkeeping.  We accepted by 
electronic vote after some modifications 
dealing with snow removal around the fire 
hydrants the contract with John Collins 
Engineering as our operations manager. The 
cost is $63,950. We adopted the budget for 
fiscal year 2008-2009. The budget is 
predicated on receiving $329,234. The budget 
allows for $153,395 in capital expenses, 
$69,580 for operating the company and, 
$117,450 for water production and delivery. 
 
At the July 19 meeting, the Board heard the 
report from Auerbach Engineering, and 
received a report from John Collins analyzing 
the cost of tearing down the redwood tank 
immediately and replacing it with either 
temporary plastic tanks (purchased and 
resold) or renting steel tanks. John Collins 
also suggested that the booster pump and 
pressure reducing valve (PRV) which are 
already in place, but not being used, should 
be cleaned, repaired and the automatic 
operation feature  activated so that water 
from the wells in the valley can be pumped 
to the steel tank and that tank used to feed 
the majority of the system. The cost was 
estimated at $7,400. The Board voted only to 
fix the booster pumps and PRV so as to 
reduce dependency on the redwood tank. 
 
The redwood tank is leaking around the 
bottom. John Collins and Wally Auerbach 
inspected the tank and looked at the video 
and report done by Liquid Engineering last 
year. While it appears there are many leaks 
around the bottom of the tank the video 
shows only one hole. John will investigate 
repairing the leak in the bottom. Brush and 
growth around the tank have been cut back, 
and the land around the tank altered so that 
the water will flow away from the 
foundation. 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
Alisa Adriani, Treasurer reported to the 
Board that the Mutual was able to finish the 
fiscal year without going to the Line of Credit 
(LOC). We ended the fiscal year with a 
balance of $27,994. 
 
The bills went out July 1 and people are 
paying their bills. A study will be done to 
understand how many people pay their bill 
all at once, how many pay in two parts, in 
order to see what the financial impact is of 
the split payment. 
 
We will look at a fee structure for turning 
water on and off, reviewing plans for new 
and remodeled homes, and set standards for 
new water connections. 
 

Water Use 
 
John Collins reported the following gallons of 
water pumped. 
     2008      2007 
April 1,942,000 1,284,000 
May 3,715,000 3,743,000 
June 5,638,000 5,057,000 
 
We are using about the same amount of 
water last year, but notice the big jump as 
people begin to irrigate their gardens. 
 

Public Service District to 
Replace PSDWell #2 

 
The SVPSD has voted to rehabilitate their 
Well #2 by drilling a new well 20 feet from 
the current well and rebuilding the existing 
well house. Such a project would require an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) under 
CEQA, but the PSD voted to declare a 
categorical exemption allowable under 
section 15302 of CEQA because it is 
replacement of existing infrastructure with 



no increase in size. The Board considered 
appealing the decision not to study the 
environmental impact of the new well 
because it could be closer to our Well #1 and 
impact our ability to pump water if the new 
cone of depression overlaps our cone of 
depression. However, after consultation with 
a number of people, the Board opted not to 
protest, but has told the PSD we will 
carefully monitor the situation and are 
prepared to guard our right to pumping our 
full water allocation from the aquifer. 
 

Water Conservation Tips 
Irrigation 

 
The Irrigation Association suggests that 
homeowner fine tune their irrigation system 
to save water and see better results. 
Residential irrigation systems offer 
convenience in protecting an investment in 
landscaping. With some simple practice and 
new technology, existing irrigations systems 
can be made more efficient, reducing water 
use, reducing run-off and eliminating waste. 
Waterwise habits will result in a healthier 
lawn and landscape. Here are some tips: 

1. Adapt your watering schedule to the 
weather and the season. 

2. Schedule each individual zone in 
your irrigation systems. Scheduling 
accounts for the type of sprinkler, sun 
or shade exposure and the soil type for 
the specific area. 

3. Inspect your system monthly. Check 
for leaks, broken or clogged heads and 
other problems. 

4. Adjust sprinkler heads. Correct 
obstructions that prevent sprinklers 
from distributing water evenly. Keep 
water off the pavement and structures. 
The road will not grow even if you 
water it! 

5. Consider “smart” technology. 
Climate or soil moisture sensor-based 
controllers evaluate weather or soil 

moisture conditions and then calculate 
and automatically adjust the irrigation 
schedule to meet the specific needs of 
your landscape. 

6. Install a rain shutoff-switch – 
inexpensive and effective. Required by 
law in many states, these money-
saving sensors turn off your system in 
rainy weather and help to compensate 
for natural rainfall. The device can be 
retrofitted to almost any system. 

7. Consider low volume drip irrigation 
for plant beds. Install micro irrigation 
for gardens, trees, and shrubs. Micro 
irrigation includes drip (also known as 
trickle), micro spray jet, micro-
sprinklers, or bubbler irrigation to 
irrigate slowly and minimize 
evaporation, runoff, and overspray. 

8. Water at the optimum time. Water 
when the sun is low or down, winds 
are calm and temperatures are cool – 
between the evening and early 
morning – to reduce evaporation. You 
can lose as much as 30% of the water 
to evaporation by watering mid-day. 

9. Water only when needed. Saturate 
root zones and let the soil dry. 
Watering too much and too frequently 
results in shallow roots, weed growth, 
disease and fungus. 

10. Best advice for a healthy, drought and 
stress-tolerant lawns and landscape: 
use less water. 
 

Information from www.irrigation.org 
 

 
Dry Creek Bed  
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Squaw Valley Mutual Water Company 

Board of Directors 
President   Margot Garcia 
Vice President Terry Deveau 
Treasurer  Alisa Adriani 
Secretary  Stephanie Pierucci 
Directors:   David Mercer  

                        John Chisholm 
                        David Salinger 

 
Operations Manager:   John Collins 
Office Managers:  Cory & Anne-Marie Giese 
 
For SVMWC call (530) 583-3674 
www.svmwc.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: Margot Garcia 
mgarcia@vcu.edu 
Comments and ideas for articles are always 
welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
Squaw Valley Mutual Water Company 
P.O. Box 2276 
Olympic Valley, CA 96146-2276 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Bill Mullins 
 

Bill Mullins, our on-the-ground every day 
checking the wells, pumps, and tanks has 
decided that 24/7, 365 days a year is not the 
job for him. He has resigned effective in 
August. We are grateful that he stepped in 
last December and got us through the winter. 
We wish him well in his future endeavors. 
 

Leak on Lanny Lane 
 

Early Friday morning, January 25th, David 
Mercer discovered torrents of water running 
down Lanny Lane. The leak was fixed and 
water service restored.  The total cost to 
repair the leak including road and 
landscaping repair was $16,011.21.  
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